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Loren Lewis

Ralph Loren Lewis was born in Coleman, Michigan, in 1919.
His early life unfolded amid rural surroundings and he received
his entire primary and secondary schooling in Coleman, his
home town.

Pursuing further studies at nearby Central Michigan Uni
versity, Dr. Lewis was graduated in 1944 from Central
Michigan, with the Bachelor of Arts degree. His college days
were intense with study and outside activity. He was president
of the Inter- Varsity Christian Fellowship and, during his junior
and senior years, served as pastor of an Evangelical United
Brethren Church.
from

Central

Michigan University,
Dr. Lewis enrolled at Asbury Theological Seminary in order
He
to more fully prepare himself for pastoral service.
Following graduation

52

received the Bachelor of

Divinity degree

in 1948 from

Asbury

Theological Seminary.
Subsequent to the completion of ministerial training,
Dr. Lewis accepted responsibility for the University Church
(E.U.B.) at Ann Arbor, Michigan. This arrangement enabled
him to engage in graduate studies in his special field of interest,
speech.
During his period of graduate work at the University of
Michigan, Dr. Lewis was the pastoral leader in bringing the
church from a small, property less body of fifty members, with
an annual budget of $4,000, to a
thriving University Church
with a $200,000 property, including church and parsonage.
In 1952 he received the Master of Arts degree in speech,
and in 1959 was awarded the Doctor of Philosophy degree in
speech. He was elected to Phi Kappa Phi, graduate honorary
society.
"The Persuasive

Style

and

Appeals of the Minor Prophets
was the
Amos,
topic of his doctoral
dissertation.
It was a detailed study and analysis of per
suasive techniques used by the Old Testament
preachers, and
their application of rhetorical principles.
After receiving the Master of Arts degree in 1952,
Dr. Lewis served with the speech department at the
University
of Michigan during the years 1953-1956.
Throughout this
period, Dr. Lewis continued to sense his divine calling to be
come engaged in the preparation of
young men for the ministry
This urgent sense of calling found expression in an active
teaching ministry. After completing the Doctor of Philosophy
requirements, he taught for one year at Friends University,
Wichita, Kansas, in the areas of speech and homiletics. Then
followed a teaching post in the field of speech at
Bethany
Nazarene College, Bethany, Oklahoma. Dr. Lewis
presently
Hosea and Micah"

-

maintains denominational connection with the

Church of

the

Nazarene.

Returning

to his alma mater. Dr. Lewis

brings together in
excellent combination many years of preaching experience,
thorough academic preparation, and successful teaching ex
perience,

as

of Speech at

he

assumes

the position of Associate Professor

Asbury Theological Seminary.
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THE ORDER OF SERVICE

THE PROCESSIONAL

"War March of the Priests"

Mendelssohn

THE HYMN OF PROCLAMATION

"Ye Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim"
THE INVOCATION

Hanover

Dr. William D.

Turkington

THE RECOGNITION OF OFFICIAL GUESTS

THE READING OF THE SCRIPTURES

Dr. Z. T. Johnson

THE HYMN OF AFFIRMATION

"The Church's One Foundation"

Amelia

THE CHARGE TO PROFESSOR- ELECT WOOD

-

Dr. Frank Bateman
THE ACT OF INSTALLATION

Stanger

-

President Julian C. McPheeters
THE RESPONSE

Dr. Paul Hudson Wood

Arr.

"O God, Our Help In Ages Past"
The Seminary Singers

THE ANTHEM

THE CHARGE TO PROFESSOR-ELECT LEWIS

Dr.

THE PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Stanger

Dr. McPheeters

THE ACT OF INSTALLATION

THE RESPONSE

Dr.

Ralph

Loren Lewis

Dr. Delbert R. Rose

THE HYMN OF DEDICATION

"A

Charge

To

Boylston

Keep I Have"
Dr. Howard F.

THE BENEDICTION

THE RECESSIONAL

"Marche

Religieuse"

Shipps

Guilmant
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THE

CHARGE TO THE

by

PROFESSOR-ELECT

Dr. Frank Bateman

Stanger

The Scripture reading this afternoon contained these
to
pertinent words: "... the Lord hath anointed me
...

." Professorproclaim the acceptable year of the Lord
elect Lewis, as I offer the charge to you this afternoon, I urge
you to underscore again in your mind and heart the Divine
words "to proclaim."
I charge you to remember that your teaching stewardship is
in the area of spiritual communication. Yours is the responsi
bility, under the influence of the Divine Spirit of Communi
cation, to aid young men and women to become effective
communicators of the Gospel of God as revealed in Jesus Christ.
The Holy Spirit anoints men to communicate the "good news
But only as the "good news" is communicated effectively do
spiritual results ensue. Divine Grace is appropriated in
response to the effective communication of the Gospel- -"beauty
for ashes," "the oil of joy for mourning," "the garment of
praise for the spirit of heaviness."
Effective evangelism is, likewise, based upon vital
.

.

.

"

.

"Go ye therefore and teach all nations." But
and women understand and respond intelligently

communication.

only

as

men

be

baptized "in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost."
It is just as true that effective communication undergirds all
progressive spiritual activity. The New Testament writer
asks, "For if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who shall
can

they

prepare himself for battle?"
I charge you, by example and

teaching, to communicate the
strategic imperative of effective spiritual communication to

those

whom

the

Lord

has

acceptable year of the Lord"

anointed

to

to others.

communicate

"the
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THE ACT OF INSTALLATION

by

President Julian C. McPheeters

President McPheeters:

elected

by

Ralph

Loren

the Trustees of

Lewis, you have been

Asbury Theological Seminary

to be Associate Professor of

This assignment in
which is committed to the

Speech.

graduate school of theology
training of ministers, evangelists, missionaries, and
teachers demands spiritual insight and unusual strength.
a

Take courage in these ancient words:

manded thee?

Be

strong and of

afraid, neither be thou

dismayed:

with thee whithersoever thou

Professor-elect Lewis:
my

refuge

and

D

of

good

com

courage; be not

for the Lord

thy

God is

goest."

This is my confidence, with God

as

strength.

President McPheeters:

Article

a

"Have not I

the

I call to your mind words

Articles

of

found

in

Incorporation of Asbury

Theological Seminary:
This Seminary will emphasize in its teaching the
divine inspiration and infallibility of the Holy
Scriptures, the Virgin Birth, Godhead, Vicarious
Sufferings, and bodily Resurrection of our Lord
The instruction of this Seminary
Jesus Christ.
will fully recognize the fallen estate of mankind, the
necessity of individual regeneration, the witness of
the Spirit, the remains of the carnal nature, and
entire sanctification as a definite second work of
grace subsequent to regeneration. The instruction
in this Seminary will conform fully to the Wesleyan

interpretation of the Scripture. The instructors in
this institution will guard with jealous care against
any sort of teaching in sympathy with modern
liberalism.
Let your

faith be re-affirmed in these basic Christian

doctrines.

Professor-elect Lewis:

declare my faith, to the

I do

so

As

Associate

glory

of Jesus Christ.
President

McPheeters:

Professor

of

Speech

your influence will fall

the

paths of many people
students, faculty, friends, members of the church, and
many others. Pray that your influence will always be for
the glory of Jesus Christ and for the spiritual enrichment
across

of those whom you contact.

�

